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1684
January 2. I learnt from a great man that no Parliament was near, and that some near the King were designing other measures than those of Parliaments. He lamented, at the same time, that now when the fanatic party had nothing to say or argue against the Government, they must have some colour of complaint given them by this and some other things in agitation.
January 10. My Lord Privy Seal told me he had been very earnest with the King for a Parliament, but to no purpose ; that he had used for arguments that, though the King had slipped his opportunity of calling one soon after the last plot, when he could not have missed of one according to his own desire, if he feared not to have a good one now, the longer it was deferred the worse it would be, till at the last it might be used as an argument never to call one at all. That nothing ought to be so clear to him as to keep his word with his people ; that the law required a Parliament to be called every three